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RULES AND ORDERS, 



SECT. I. 

O/thi Officers^ and Manner of their EleSlkn. 

I. /TpHERE fliall be one Prefident, twelve Vice- 
I Prefidents, two Chairmen to each of the Hand- 
ing Committees of the Society, a Secretary, 
an Afliftant Secretary, a Regifter, and a Collector of the 
fubfcription money; which officers fhall be eleded, by 
■ballot, on the twenty-fecond day of March, annually; 
unlefs when that day happens on a Sunday, in which 
cafe, the election to be on the following day ; and on 
that day no other bufinefs of the Society fhall be tranf- 
a£ted. 

II. In order to this eleflion, the Prefident, one of the 
Vice-Prefidents, or, in their abfence, fome other member 
appointed by the majority, fhall take the chair at eleven of 
the clock in the forenoon; two balloting glafles, marked 
A. and B. fhall be placed before the chair, the one for 
receiving the balloting lifts, marked (A,) and the other 
for receiving the balloting lifts, marked (B,) and fland 
open for receiving lifts until two of the clock in the 
afternoon: at which hour the ballot fhall be ciofed, 
when three fcrutineers to each balloting glafs fliall be 
nominated by the Prefident, or prefuiing member, to exa- 
mine the lifts ; but, in cafe not more than five members 
ihall attend to vote on that day, the Officers of the pre- 
ceding year fhall be continued till the next general 
election. 

III. A 
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III. A fufEcient number of printed balloting lifts of all 
the officers in being, according to the forms annexed 
(A. B.), ftiall be ready; in which if any member choofcs 
an alteration, he is to ftrike his pen acrofs the printed 
name, or names, of fuch as he difapproves, and write on 
the blank fide the name or names of fuch as he' would fub- 
fiitutein their place. 

IV. Each member fhall deliver his lifts folded up to the 
Prefident, or prefiding member, to be put into the glafles; 
and the Colledlor, fitting on the fide of the chair, with a 
lift of the members before him, fhall mark the name of 
each Member fo delivering in his lifts. 

V. When the ballot is clofed, one of the fcrutineers 
Ihall open and read aloud each lift, and file it, while the 
other two or more mark the names; and when all the lifls 
are drawn, the marking fcrutineers fhall caft up and report 
the fame to the chair; after which, the Prefident, Vice- 
Prefident, or prefiding Member, fhall declare the perfons 
who have the majority of votes to be the officers refpec- 
tively for the enfuing year.— Such eledlion fliall like- 
wife be declared again at the next meeting of the So- 
ciety. 

VI. If the Prefident, or any of the Vice-Prefidents, 
fliall refign or die, the remaining Vice-Prefidents fliall 
continue to a6l and prefide at the meetings of the Society, 
in the order they are placed in the eleftion lift, until the 
next annual meeting for the choice of officers, or feme 
other general, or extraordinary general meeting, which 
the Society fhall pleafe to appoint for fuch particular 
election. 

VII. If any of the offices of Secretary or Affiftant Se- 
cretary, Regifter, or Colleftor, fhall become vacant, a 
perfon fhall be appointed, at the next meeting of the So- 
ciety, to aft in fuch refpeftive office of Secretary, Affiflant 
Secretary, Regifter, or Colledlor, until the next general 
meeting, or an extraordinary general meeting, which 
fliall be appointed for eleding a perfon by ballot, to fill 

the 
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the vacant office for the remaining part of the year. — In 
cafe the office of Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, Regifter, 
or Co]le<3or, be at any time refigned, which refignaton 
fball take place on a fubfequent day; it {hall be in the power 
of the Society to proceed to the ele<9:ion of a proper perfoa 
to fill fucb ofHce on fuch refignation talcing place, or to 
nominate one to hold it^ro temporty until fuch office Ihall 
be £lled up. 

VIII. At all eleftions of officers, if the fuffrages fhould 
be equal, the deciflon fliall be by lots, prepared by the fcru- 
tineers, and drawn by the Prefident, Vice-Prefident, or 
prefiding Member. 

IX. Notice of the annual, or of any occafional e1e£tioa 
of officers, {hall be publilhed three different days, in fuch 
news-papers as the Society Ihall order, one week at leaft 
before the dayof eledion. 

X. Notwith{landtng the eledion of t>fficers is annua!, 
the Society referve to thcmfelves the power of removing 
either their Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, Regi{ler, or 
CoUedor, by two general or extraordinary general meet- 
ings; in which cafe the faid o{£cers {hall be paid their fala« 
ries in fuch proportions as may be then due to the;m. 

XI. Neither the Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, the Re- 
gifter, nor the Collector of the Subfcriptions, ihall be 
nembers of this Society. 

XII. No perfon, except he Ihall have been an officer 
die preceding year, {hall be admitted as a candidate for 
any lucrative employment, without having perfonally pre- 
fented his petition or memorial to the Society, a fortnight 
before the day of election ; which petition or memorial (ball 
be read immediately after the firft, and again after the fecond 
ireadlog of the minutes. 
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XIII. No officer who receives a falary, or fervant, fhall 
be entitled to any premium or bounty whatever from the 

Society. 

XIV. No officer, or fervant, fhall prefume, under any 
pretence whatfoever, to accept of any prefent or gratuity 
from any candidate for a premium or bounty, or any 
tradefman having dealings with the Society, or any perfon 
coming to fee the Machines, on account of fuch premium, 
bounty, dealing, or infpeflion. 

XV. No officer, fervant, or perfon, employed to fhew 
the machines in the feveral repofitories', fhall accept any 
gratuity from the maker or feller of any Machines made 
after Models or Machines, for which the Society have ad- 
judged any premium or bounty. 

XVI. A meflenger fliall be chofen or removed at any 
meeting of the Society j and fo long as he continues in 
their fervice, he fliall be paid a falary of twenty-fix pounds 
a year, and have an annual cloathing, at an expcnce not 
exceeding ten pounds. 

SECT. II. 
Duty of the Preftdent, Vice-Preftdents, and Chairmen. 

i. 'T^HE duty of the Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, (in 
A the order they appear in the lifts) or Chairman, 
is to prefide at all meetings, with his hat on if he pleafes, 
to regulate the debates of the Society j to ftate and put 
queflions, both in the affirmative and negative, according 
to the fenfe and intention of the meeting; to check 
irregularities, and keep all perfons in order j to direct fum- 
monfes for all extraordinary general meetings; and to 
execute, or fee to the execution of all the rules and orders 
of the Society. 

II. The Prefident, or any one of the Vicc-Prefidents, 
fliall fign receipts for the fubfcription-money ; and any two 
or more of them are impowered to draw upon the Bank for 
ftich funis of money as the Society fhall direft. 

SECT. 
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SECT. III. 
^uftnefs of the Secretary, 

I. OE fliall attend all meetings and committees of the 
Society: he fliall take down all minutes, and pro- 
duce them, fairly written; at the liCxt enfuing meetings. 
He fliall read all letters, and other papers, fent or commu- 
nicated to the Society; and tranflate theni into Englifli, if 
they fliould be in any other language. He fliall prepare all 
Jinfwers, when ordered by the Society, in fuch language as 
Ihall be direfted, and lay the fame before the Committee of 
Correfpondence for th^ir examination, unlefs the Society 
fliall judge an immediate anfwer neceffary. He fliall pre- 
pare an annual hiftorical regifter of the tranfadions of the 
Society, beginning every year from Midfummer-day, and 
ending that day twelveimonth. This regifter fliall contain 
an account of all premiums beftowed, with the names of 
the perfons who have received them, digefted tinder proper 
heads ; what premiums the Society have engaged for the 
nijit and fucceedin'g years; the nymber of members, with 
the amount of their fubfcriptions, and money in Bank, as 
they flrood on Midfummer-day ; and what have been the ex- 
pences in officers, fervarits, apartments, and workmen's and 
tradefmen's bills of all forts. He fliall prepare all lifts of 
premiums, lifts of men^ibers, ad vertifements, and other pub- 
lications ordered by the Society ; and take care that the 
fame be properly and corre£Uy printed : and his name, or 
that of the Affiftant Secretary, as by order of the Society, 
fliall be figned to all publications. He fliall make proper 
indexes to all the books of the Society. He fliall vifit 
manufaftbries, or apply ,to manufafturers for information, 
when required by the Society ; and he fliall, as much as pof- 
fible, endeavour to make himfelf acquainted with the nature 
and circumftances of the feveral. arts and manufadtures of 
this and other countries. 

II. The Secretary fliall read the whole of the Eleventh 
Se£tion of the book of Rules and Orders, at the time 
■when theftanding Committees arc appointed to be declared 

B in 
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in the Society, anri alfo at the opening of the bufinefs in 
the general committee of eleflion, ordered to be holden on 
the Friday following annually. And in confideration of 
his conftant attendance, abilities, and diligence, he fhall 
be paid a falary of one hundred and fifty pounds a year. 



SECT. IV. 
Buftnefs of the JJJiJlant Secretary. 

I. 'T^HE Afliftant Secretary fhall attend at all meetings 
-■• of the Society. He Ihall likewife attend commit- 
tees, when particularly ordered. . He fliall tranfcribe fair, 
and examine with the originals, all the proceedings of 
the Society's meetings and committees, in, the followins; 
books refpe<3:ively, viz. Society's Minute Book — Commit- 
tee Minute Book — Memorandum Books-^Copy-Book of 
letters received by the Society, and not fet afide — Book of 
Rules and Orders — and Reward Book — And fliall pafte 
all letters and papers in the Guard Book, when fo or- 
dered.— All the books and papers of the bociety fliall be 
kept at their office for the infpedion of the members:" 
and the Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, and Regifter, fliall 
each of them have a key to the preffes: moreover, all papers 
fhall be copied in the iarae office, that they may beat hand 
when wanted. — He fhall tranfcribe all letters that have been 
prepared by the Secretary, and approved by the Society; 
As a fatisfa6lion for fuch fervices, he fhall be paid a falary 
of fifty pounds a year. 

II. Any Member having obtained leave to take coptes 
of the proceedings or papers of the Society, fhall pay to the 
Affiftant Secretary, for writing the fame, after the rate of 
two-pence for every hundred words. 



SECT. 
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SECT. V. 

Buftnefs of the Re^ijler. 

I» ^HE Regifter fliall have an apartment in the houfe 
■*• of the Society, that he may be ready on the fpot 
to receive meffages, letters, and all matters brought to the 
Society ; to anfwer all enquiries; and deliver plans, lifts, 
&c. to fuch members as fliall come or fend for them, of 
which he fliall take care to have a fufficicnt number. He 
fliall have the cuftody and care of all the furniture, books, 
fuch papers as the Society fliall think proper, and other 
efFefls whatever, belonging to the Society. He Oiall have 
the direftion of all the inferior fervants. He fliall receive 
and have charge of all the matters fent to the Society by 
candidates for premiums, and fhall enter them properly, 
at the time when delivered, in a book for that purpofe. He 
fliall keep a fair inventory of all the goods and effefts of 
the Society, to be always ready when called for. He fliall 
keep an account of all ftationary ware, printed books, 
coals, candles, and all other particulars fent in by tradef- 
men, for the ufe of the Society, in a day-book for that 
purpofe; and fliall enter the fame fairly, under their feveral 
heads, in another book, to be laid every month befofre the 
Committee of Accompts, as a check on tradefmen's bills. 
He fliall attend all meetings and committees of the Society, 
and inform them of all matters, under his department, 
neceflary for them to know. For all which fervices he 
fliall be paid a falary of fifty pounds a year; and fifty 
pounds to pay the fervants, for cleaning the rooms and 
furniture, and the boys that attend the meetings of the 
Society and committees, and other incidental charges to 
which he is liable. 
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SECT. VI. 

Bujimfs of the CoUeitor. 

I. 'TpHE Colleftor fhall give fuch fecurity as the Society 
*■ fliall require, for the truft repofed in him. He ihall 
€olleft the fubfcrjption-money from the members as it be- 
comes due, paying all he collefts, over and above the fum 
of one hundred pounds, into the Banlc of England, in the 
names of the two chairmen of the Committee of Accompts 
for the time being; which funn of one hundred pounds he 
may referve in his hands, to defray the current expences of 
the Society. Hefhall attend all Committees of Accompts; 
and at every meeting of the Society he fliall iay before them 
the Bank-book, with an account of what money he has re- 
ceived, paid into the Bank, or remains in bis hands. He 
fliall keep the cafti accompt of the Society, and draw out 
exaS lifts of the members, with the fums contributed by 
each, and arrears due. He fliall deliver to the chairmen of 
the Committee of Accompts, pn the laft day of January, in 
every year, an account of the members who have paid in the 
preceding year, as likewife how many were eie«^ed, de- 
clined, or remain in arrear in that year. For all ^whicb 
fervices he fliall be allowed one flxilling in the pound, on all 
itich contributions, but not on legacies and particular do- 
nations. 

n. And whereas a Colkftor, with whofe eonduft the 
Society may be well fatisfied, may happen to be unavoidably 
prevented, through licknefs or accident, from performing 
his duty, at a time when it may be prejudicial to the So- 
ciety to have the coHeflion delayed ; or a Colleftor may 
have given fuch caufe of diflatisfaftion as to render his fuf- 
penfion expedient, and the time requifite" for a proper exa- 
mination into his condufl:, before he may be either reftored 
or juftly removed, may occafion a prejudicial delay in the 
colledion; the Society, to obviate thefe inconveniences, 
referve to themfelves the power of fufpending, in the latter 
cafe, a CoIle<2or at any ordinary meeting, when twenty 
members at the leaft are prefent} and, upon confirmation of 
fuch fufpeqfion, of appointing, in either of the faid cafes* 
a temporary Collector, which appointment fliall not require 
confirmation. 

SECT, 
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SECT. VII. 

Meetings of the Society, 

1. ^HERE Ihall be four General Meetings every year, 
"■■ in the great room of the Society, at fix of the 
clock in the evening precifely; viz. on the third Wed- 
nefday in April, the fecond Wednefday in May, the fe- 
cond Wednefday in November, and the fecond Wednefday 
in December: At which meetings, or at any extraordi- 
nary general meetings only, if fifteen members at leaft 
are prefent, rules and orders for the government of the 
Society may be made and altered; and fych rules, orders, 
and alterations, being approved at the next fucceeding ge- 
neral or extraordinary general meeting, iball be valid and 
binding' 

II. An Extraordinary General Meeting may be called, 
if twenty members, at the leaft, arc prefent, and the ma- 
jority fliall defire fuch extraordinary general meeting-, which 
extraordinary general meeting fliall be advertifed three days 
■fucceffively in two of the daily papers: and, if fifteen 
members are prefent, they may proceed to bufinefs. 

III. No propofition fhall be offered to the Society, as 
matter of new rule and order, or which (hall contain in 
it an alteration, or amendment, of any eftabli/hed rule and 
order, unlefs delivered in by a member, ten days before a 
general meeting of the Society, to the Secretary, who 
ihall immediately caufe copies to be made of it, and to be 
hung up in the Society and Committee Rooms. At the 
next general meeting, the Secretary fliall, immediately 
after reading the minutes of the preceding meeting, read all 
fuch propofitions once over, according to the order they 
have been delivered in ; which propofitions fliall be read a 
fecond time, with a proper paufe after each ; and, if any of 
thofe propofitions be mov^d ^nd iecondcd, it (ball then \>q 
taken into confideration> 

IV. Ail 
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IV. All new rules and orders, once pafled, are to be 
hung up in the Society's room till they are confirmed, 
with the date when pafled the Hrfl time, and when to be 
confirmed. 

V. All new rules and orders fliall be figned by the 
Prelident, or the Vice-Prefident, and underfigned by tha 
Secretary, and hung up in the Society-room and Com- 
mittee-room, forthe information of the members, till fuch 
time as they are inferted in their proper places in the fubfe- 
quent printed book of rules and orders. 

VI. The Ordinary Meetings of the Society fhall be held 
on Wednefday, in every week, at fix of the clock in the 
evening precifejy, from the fourth Wednefday in Odtober, 
to the firft Wednefday in Junej and from the firft Wed- 
nefday in June to the fourth Wednefday in Odober, 
there fhall benomeetingof the Society, unlefs called by the 
Prefident, or two Vice-Prefidents, on extraordinary occa- 
iions; and proper notice given thereof in the daily papers; 
and, if at fuch ordinary meetings there ihould be prefent 
eleven or more members, they m,ay proceed on bufinefs; 
but, in cafe there fliould not be eleven members prefent at 
feven o'clock, they may proceed on bufinefs with nine mem- 
bers only. And the faid meetings fliall have power to 
appoint fuch committees as they think neceflary. 

VII. An extraordinary meeting, for the doing of common 
bufinefs only, may be at any time ordered by the Society in 
the fame method as an extraordinary general meeting. 



SECT. VIII. 

Order of the Proceedings of the Society. 

I. 'T>HE Book of Rules and Orders, lift of premiums 
■*■ and of members, fhall lie upon the table before the 
Prefident, or prefiding member, at all meetings j and before 
the Chairma{i> at all committees. 

II. Each 
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il. Each member is at liberty, before the Prefident, 
Vice-Prefident, or prefidihg member, takes the chair, to 
deliver to the Secretary, in writing, the names of no 
more than two perfons whom he defires to be admitted au- 
ditors at that meeting ; which names the Secretary fhall 
enter in a lift, together with the name of the propofer. The 
lift fliall be read as foon as the chair is taken ; and, if not 
objected to, the Regifter fliall carry the fame to the Com- 
mittee-Room, and there call over the feveral names, whea 
the perfons allowed to be prefent may enter the great room, 
and feat themfelves among the members, but Iball not be 
permitted to debate or vote. 

III. Perfons defirous of being admitted auditors, are to 
remain in the Committee-Room, until their names are 
called over by the Regifter. 

IV. No perfon to be admitted an auditor at any meeting 
of the Society, unlefs introduced by a member; nor ihall 
any member propofe an auditor to be admitted, after the 
chair is taken. 

V. No auditor to be admitted at the meetings of the 
Society but thofe who fliall have obtained' leave of the So- 
ciety, or members of the Societies of the fame kind in Scot- 
land and Ireland. 

VI. No member, whofe fubfcription fhall be beyond the 
current year inarrear, fhall be at liberty to propofe an au- 
ditor to be prefent at any meeting of the Society; and the 
CoUeftor is directed to attend to this circumttance. 

VII. At all meetings, bufinefs fliall begin at fix o'clock 
in the evening, with reading the minutes of the preceding 
meeting; but no part of fuch minutes fliall be difcufled till 
the whole has been read through. 

VIII. Candidates fhall be balloted for; and, during the 
ballot, the bufinefs of the evening fliall be proceeded op. 

IX. The 
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IX. The minutes' (hali be read a fecond time ; and no 
ether rtiatter fliall be propofed till the faid minutes have 
been difcufled, article by article : and all parts of the mi- 
n'utesj which are not objefted to at the fecond reading, fliall 
ftartd coniirmed. 

X. The Prefident, after the firft, and alfo after the fe- 
cofld reading of the minutes, is to declare, that no perfori 
is a member, unlefs his firft fubfcription has been paid. 
And no perfon fliall b6 entitled to be prefent at any meeting 
br committee, whofe fubfcription fhall be at any time for 
two full years in arrear. 

XI. Reports from committees fliall be made; and the ad- 
journment of thofe committees, which have not finiflied the 
bufmefs referred to them, fhall be declared to the Society. 

XII. All reports from the different committees fliall be 
made to the Society in fucceffion, according to their re- 
fpeftive dates, unlefs when ordered otherwife by the So- 
ciety 

XIII. A report from a committee, except in the cafe of 
a bounty, fliall not be recommitted, but by a majority of 
two thirds. 

XIV. The report from the Committee of Accompts is 
to be made between the firft and f<?cond reading of the mi- 
rtutes, the next Wednefday fucceeding the audit, 

XV. New matter to be confidered. 

XVI. The Prefident, or prefiding member, fliall then 
read over to the Society the fubjeds the committees are to 
difcufs the following days. 

XVII. Letters to be read. 

XVIII. No queftion fliall be put oh any motion, unlefs 
the motion be feconded. 

XIX. No 
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XIX. No rtiptlon fiialJ be permitted, for the repealing 
any confirmed refolution of the Society, till fuch refolution 
has been in force three momhs; nor (hall any motion that 
has been rejedted be made again, till after three months 
from the time of its rejeftion. 

XX. No new propofition fliall be entered upon after ten 
of the clock at night. 

XXI. No member, on any pretence whatfoever, ihall be 
at liberty to move, that he may have leave to make a mo- 
tion after ten of the clock. 

XXII. The name of the member by whom any motion 
is made, relative to new matter, fliall be infcrted in the mi- 
nutes, provided fuch matter ihall be adopted. 

XXIII. No premium fliall be offered to the public, uri- 
lefs it has been approved of by a committee, and agreed to 
by the Society, atone meeting; if the premium fliall have 
been already publiflied in the Society's tranfaftions, or at 
two. meetings of the Society, if it be a new premium ; and 
no premium or bounty fliall be given to any candidate, unlefs 
the Society, at two meetings, fliall be fatisfied that fuch 
candidate does really deferve the fame. 

XXIV. When any propofal is made for a premium or 
reward, and the motion made and feconded, it fliall be de- 
livered to the chair in writing, and the fame fliall be read 
twice. 

XXV. No motion fliall be made for the difpenfing with 
any condition of a premium as offered in the advertifement, 
on any pretence whatever. 

XXVI. No motion fliall be admitted to be made for the 
lending any of the machines of the Society, on any pretence 
whatever. 

XXVII. No propofition fliall be carried into execution 
till it is approved and confirmed by the Society at two fub- 

C fequent 
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fcquent meetings; but, if a negative be put upon an affir- 
mative propofnion, or a negative propofition be agreed to, 
jfuch decifions fliall not require confirmation. 

XXVIII. If, at the fecond reading of a propofition, any 
alteration fhall be mi;de by way of amendment, fuch altera- 
tion (hall not want the confirmation of another meeting, 
unlefs the Society fhall increafe a premium, bounty, or any 
other expence; in which cafe it Ihail require the confirma- 
tion of another meeting. 

XXIX. No member (hall be permitted to be on the area 
or (pace betvyeen the tables, while the Society is proceeding 
on bufinefs; nor (hall any member (land up within the feats, 
pniefs it be to fpeak, or to go from, or return to his placei 
therein. 

XXX. When any member fpeaks, he (hall ftand up 
and dddrefs himfelf to the chair, and the reft fhall remain 
ijlent. 

XXXI. When two or more offer to fpeak together, the 
Prefident, or prefiding member, (hall determine who fhall 
fpeak lirft. 

XXXII. At all meetings of the Society, nomemberfhall 
(peak more than once on one and the fame queftiotl, unlefs 
tailed upon from the chair to explain himfelf; excepting 
only the original propofer of any new motion, who fhall be 
allowed the privilege of replying once on fuch occafion. 

XXXIII. The member that fpeaks to order fhall be firil 
heard. 

XXXIV. When a matter is in debate, if any member 
fpeaks to new bufinefs, the Prefident or prefiding member 
ihaJl interrupt him. 

XXXV. When, on any queftion, an equal number of 
hands appear to be held up for and againft the fame, the 
Prefident, or prefiding member, fhall appoint two members 
to count and report the numbers to the chair. 

XXXVI. In 
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XXXVI. tfl airmeeitings and committees, the Prefident, 
or prefiding member, (hall only vote when the fufFrages are 
equal. 

XXXVir. The opinion of the Society ftall be taken by 
ballot, inftead of hands held up, if defued by five members. 

XXXVIII. A divifion fliall not be granted, but upoA 
the requeft of fix members. 

XXXIX. No new matter, either refpeding the govern- 
ment of the Society, or the meafures for the improvement of 
arts, manufa(5lures, and commerce, (ball be received, un- 
lefs it be laid before the Society in writing. 

XL. At every meeting of the Society, all the refolutions 
of fuch meeting fliall be Taken down at large, and read aloud 
by the Afliftatit Secretary immediately after they have been 
refpeftively agreed to. 

XLI. No meeting fliall be adjourned until the majority 
of the members prefent, upon the queftion being put and fe- 
conded, {hall agree thereto; nor fliall the queftion be put 
until the names of the candidates propofed at fuch meeting 
have been read. 



SECT. IX. 

Order of Proceedings at a General or an Extraordinary General 
Meeting. 

I. 'T'HE minutes of the preceding ordinary meeting fliall 
■■■ be read. 

.II. The Prefident, or prcfiding member, fliall then 
dare the meeting to be a general or an extraordinary gene- 
ral meeting. 

III. The minutes of the preceding general meeting fhali 
be read the firft timcj and, after a fhort paufe, fliall be read 

C 2 a fecond 
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a fecond time ; when fuch parts as are not objc£ted to Ihall 
ftand confirmed. 

IV. New matter relative to fucli meetings only may be 
propofed and difcufled. 

V. If, after a proper paufe, no new matter is propofed, 
then the general or extraordinary general meeting fhail be 
adjourned to the next general meeting in order j after which 
the ufual bufinefs to go on. 



SECT. X. 

EUilion of Members. 

I. "^O perfon is to be propofed for a member, unlefs 
■*-^ recommended by three members; and the name, 
place of abode, and addition of tlie perfon recommended 
fhall be delivered in, figned by the propofers, which fhall 
be read by the Secretary, who (hall infert the name in a 
lift of candidates, to be hungi up in the Society and com- 
mittee rooms, until the next meeting of the Society, at 
which fuch perfons fhall be balloted for, provided there be 
feven days between the meetings: the names of the propo- 
fers, together with the name and addition of the perfon to 
be ballotted for, fliall be put upon the ticket, placed on the 
box, during the time of fuch ballot. TheRegifter, having 
a fufficient number of balls, flial! give one to each of the 
prefentballotting members, and, if two thirds of the mem- 
bers then voting fhall ballot in his favour, he fhall be deemed 
a perpetual member, upon payment of twenty guineas at one 
payment; or a fubfcribing member, upon payment of any 
fum, not lefs than two guineas annually (BB.) Peers of 
the Realm, and Lords of Parliament, defirous of becoming 
members of this Society, fhall, on their being propofed at 
jiny meeting of the Society, be immediately ballotted for. 

II. In cle£lion of members, a fecond ballot fhall be 
granted, if immediately demanded. 

III. Every 
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III. Every perfon, upon his eleflion, is to pay his fub- 
fcription money ; or one of the members is at liberty to make 
the depofitin his name, in cafe of abfence. 

IV. Every mernber fliall pay his fubfcription money in 
arrear within one month after he has been applied to by 
letter from the Collector for that purpofe, according to th« 
copy annexed (C) ; and no perfon {hall be entitled to debate, 
or vote, at any meeting or committee, until his fubfcrip- 
tion for the current year, and all arrears, are paid: and no 
perfon fliall be entitled to be prefent at any meeting, or 
committee, whofe fubfcription fhall be at any time for two 
full years in arrear; yet as feveral, who have declined con-' 
linuing their fubfcriptions for a time, may be again defirous 
of becoming members but by the foregoing rule and order 
feem to be precluded until their arrears fhall be difcharged, 
it is hereby ordered, that any fuch perfon fhall be capable of 
being re-ele£led a member of the Society, in the fame man- 
ner, and on the fame terms, as if he had never been a mem- 
ber before, 

V. When any perfon is ele£led a member, the Secretary 
{hall immediately inform- him thereof by a letter (D); 
and the Colledlor fhall wait upon him if in town, and 
carry a printed book of rules and orders, and the lifl: of 
premiums. 

VI. The names of fuch perfons as have not paid their 
firft fubfcription money, are to be omitted in the lift of 
members. 

VII Foreigners, or perfons who do not refide in Great 
Britain, may be elefted by ballot correfponding members 
of this Society, without being fubjedl to any annual pay- 
ment ; and fliall be admitted to the meetings and committees 
of the Society during tlieir refidence here, provided fuch 
refidence does not exceed three months at one timej but 
ihall not be permitted to vote. 

VIII. On eleflion of any perfon to be a correfponding 
member of this Society, a letter (hall be written by the Se- 
cretary^ 
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cretary, acquainting him therewith ; and the Secretary, In 
fuch letter, {hall inclofe him an exa£i: copy of the ftanding 
rule and order, *' That no member of this Society fhail 
*' hereafter be a candidate for, or entitled to receive, any 
♦' premium, bounty, or reward, except the honorary medals 
of the Society ;" and alfo, that the Society requeft their 
correfponding members, as often as fhall be convenient, to 
favour them with accounts of fuch ufeful difcoveries, or 
improvements in any of the polite or economical arts, as 
may come to their knowledge. 



SECT. XI. 

Of Committees. 

I. 'TpHE ftanding Committees for the year (hall be de- 
-*■ clared, and the members thereof (hall be named by 
the Society, at eight o'clock, on the firft Wednefday in 
Msrchj and a general committee of eleiStion, to which the 
chairmen and members of the feveral committees fhall be 
efpecially fumnioned, fhall meet on the Friday next enfuing, 
to take into their conficleration the choofmg two chairmen 
to eacli of the feveral committees for the following year, and 
report tlieir riames to the Society on the fecond Wednefday 
in March, as proper perfons to ferve as chairmen in the re- 
fpedlive committees, under the titles of which they fhall be 
ftverally inferred as follows : 

Committee of Accompts. 

Correfpondence and Papers. 

Agriculture, 

Chemiftry, Dying.anti Mineralogy. 

Polite and Liberal Arts. 

Manufactures. 

Mechanicks. 

Britilh Colonies and Trade. 

Mifcellaneous matters. 

And that they report and recommend them as fuch to the 
Society, to be elected at their annual elefiion of officers, to 
beholden on the twenty-fecond day of the fame month. 

II. Nine 
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II. Nine committee minute-books are to be keptj one for 
eachof the above-mentioned committees. 

III. Two chairmen fliall be ele£led by ballot, for the 
committee of accompts, committee for mifcellaneous mat- 
ters, committee of correfpondence and papers, and each 
clafsofthe committee of premiums, feveraliy; who fhall 
prefide for that year,, when prefent, in the order they are 
named; and, in cafe neither of the faid chairmen fhould 
be prefent at their refpeflive committees, any other mem- 
ber fliall be appointed, by the committee, chairman for the 
occaHon. 

IV. Committees fhall not take up any matter-, unlefs 
referred to them by the Society. 

V. All committees (hall be fummoned, and the mat- 
ters referred to them fliall be fpecified in the refpedive 
fummonfes. 

VI. All committees fliall have power to adjourn them-r 
felves as they think fit; and, notwithftanding particular 
gentlemen are named for each committee, every member is 
df every committee. 

VII. If a member fliall fignify to the Secretary his inten- 
tion to attend any committee, he fhall be fummoned to it; 
and the Secretary fhall be di reded to fummon fuch other 
members as the chairman apprehends mofl: converfant i^ 
the bufinefs to come before them; which bufinefs alfo fhall 
be declared in the fummons : and three members fhall con-r 
ftitute a committee. 

VIII. In order that every member may be the better in- 
formed of the times of the meetings of the feveral com- 
mittees, in general cafes they are fixed in the following 
manner: 

Committees of Correfpondence and Agriculture, on 
Monday. 

Colonies and Trade, and Manufaaures, on Tuefday. 

Mechanic k?, 
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Mechanicks, on Thurfday. 

Polite Arts, on Friday. 

Chemiftry, on Saturday. 

Accompts, in the iirft week in every montJj. 

IX. It is the duty of a chairman to obfcrve, that no 
queftion be put in a committee, unlefs three members arc 
prefent; and, before an adjournment of fuch committee, 
or report concluded, that the minutes be read, and figned 
by the chairman, who fhall certify, that three members at 
leaft were prefent. And the chairman isrequefted to attend 
the reports of the committee in which he prefided, when 
fuch reports are made to the Society. 

X. The chairman fliall take care that regular meetings 
of the committee be appointed, and fhall make their reports 
jjcrfeiS, and without blanks, at the next meeting of the 
Society; but, in cafe, upon appointment of a committee, 
a fuffieient number do not attend, the chairman is required 
to appoint another day, and fhall direft the Secretary to 
fummon the committee on a future day, at a diftance of not 
lef$ than three days incluftvc. 

XI. There fhall be conftantly hung up in the Society's 
room and committee-room, a lift of all committees, fpeci- 
fying the bufinefs they are to confider, and the days they 
are appointed to meet. 

XII. No pecuniary or other reward fliall be given to any 
candidate for a premium or bounty, for his trouble or at- 
tendance on any committee, to whom fuch matter fliall be 
deferred by the Society, for their confideration, unlefs by 
order of the Society, 

XIII. All references to the feveral committees fhall be 
entered in the refpedlive committee-books, in one lift, at 
the beginning of fuch books, in order that the fubje£ts,of 
them may be regularly taken up. 

XIV. Lifts of reports that are ready to be made, or 
flanding for confirmation, with their dates, fliall always.bc 
>ung up in the Great Room.- 

XV. Every 
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XV, Every committee fhall direfl: the Secretary to 
write to one or more of the perfons fubfcribing any cer- 
tificate in claim of a premium in Great Britain, or to 
fuch other perfon as the committee may think proper, for 
a further information of the truth of fuch certificate, 
and (hall wait for an anfwer as to the reality of their 
having figned the fame, before the adjudication of fuch 
premium. 

SECT. XII. 
Of Rewards. 

I. 'TpHE chief obje£ls of the attention and encourage- 
■■■ ment of the Society, in the application of their 
rewards, are, ingenuity in the feveral branches of the 
polite and liberal arts; ufeful inventions, difcoveries, or im- 
provements in agriculture, manufaflures, mechanicks, and 
chemiftry; or the laying open any fuch to the public; and, 
in general, all fuch ufeful inventions, difcoveries, or im- 
provements, as may appear to have a tendency to the 
advantage of trade and commerce, 

IT, The Society referve to th^mfelves the power of 
giving, in all cafes, fuch part only of any premium as the 
performance fliall be judged to deferve, or referving the 
whole, if there be no merit. 

III. No premium fhall be propofed after tbe third Wed- 
nefday in March; and no report from a committee for 
continuing an old, oreftablifhing a new premium, fhall be 
read in the Society after the fecond Wednefday in April ; on 
or before which day, all premiums fliall be confirmed, 
and finally concluded on. 

IV. No member of this Society fhall be a candidate 
for, or eiititled to receive, any premium, bounty, or re- 
ward whatfoever, except only the honorary medal of the 
Society, 

D V. No 
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V. No member, who is a candidate for the honorary 
premium, or medal, of this Society, fliall be of the com- 
mittee to which fuch matter may be referred; or ever 
prefent at their fittings, while the fubjefl: is under con- 
fideration, unlefs called in to anfwer fuch queftions as 
the committee may propofe: nor fliall any fuch candidate 
be prefent in the Society when the matter is before them, 
whether in debate, or for determination, unkfs called in. 
Which rules all members, being fuch candidates, are 
ftriftly to obferve, under penalty of forfeiting their title 
to fuch medal, notwithftanding any determination of the 
Society in their favour. 

VI. If any member Ihall be afterwards found to have 
tranfgreffed the rules mentioned in the preceding' refolu- 
•tions, by the means of a borrowed or fiditious name, fuch 
member fliall be expelled the Society. 

' VII. No member, who is the father, fon, or matter of 
acandidatefor apremium, bounty, or reward, norany per- 
fon anywife lucratively interefted in fuch an event, fliall be 
of the committee to w'hich fuch matter is referred; nor 
prefent in the Society when it is under confideration, un^ 
Jefs called in, under penalty of excluding fuch child, father, 
fcholar, apprentice, or fervant, from all title to any fuch 
premium, bounty, orreward, nctwithftanding a determina- 
tion of the Sopiety in their faVour. 

VIII. A candidate for a premium, or per fon applying 
for a bounty, being detecSled in any difingenuous methods 
to impofe on the Society, fliall forfeit any fuch premium or 
bounty, and be deemed incapable of obtjiining any for the 
future. 

IX. No'candidates fliall be prefent at any meetings of 
the Society or committees, or admitted at the Society's 
rooms, after they have delivered in their claims, till fuch 
claims are adjudged, unlefs fummoned by the committee, 
u;ider forfeituire of the premium, or bounty, , for which they, 
are candidates. 

X. No machine, or model of a machine, fliall be ad- 
mitted to cl^im a premium, unlefs the whole, and every 

part 
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part thereofj fliall bd delivered into the Society's office at 
or before the time appointed by the Society. And, if any 
candidate fhall fecretly make addition to, or alteration in, 
his machine or model, otherwife than by repairing and put- 
ting the feveral parts together, after it is lodged with the 
Society, he {hall, on difcovery, be deemed incapable of 
deceiving any premium. 

XI. The Society fhall, whenever they think proper, 
defire the affiflance of fuch gentlemen, manufaflurers, or 
others,- though not members of it, as fhall be deemed beft 
able to judge of, and difcover, the truth and value of any 
matter or thing for which a premium has been claimed. 

XI r. No medal, or fum of money, fliall be given as a 
bounty, or reward, for any thing not mentioned in the lift 
of premiums, at any time,' unlefs fifteen members are pre- 
fent; and the majorjty, to beftow fuch medal or fum of 
money, fhall confiftof two thirds, atleaft, of the members 
then prefent j the fame to be confirmed by ballot. 

XIII. If a claim for a premium fliall be rejefled by the 
Society, no motion {hall be made for giving to the candidate, 
in lieu of fuch premium, any bounty of equal honour or 
value with the premium ofFered, 

XIV. No perfon {hall receive any premium, or bounty^ 
fromthe Society, for any matter for which he has obtained 
or propofes to obtain a patent. Nor fliall any model or 
machine, for which a patent has been obtained, or is pro- 
pofed to be obtained, be admitted into the repofitory of the 
Society. 

XV. No member who has obtained a patent for any 
article fimilar to fuch as maybe produced to the Society fhall 
be allowed to vote eith.er in the committee or Society po thac 
fubjedt. 

XVI. No Machine or Model {hall be placed in the Re- 
pofitory of the Society for public infpeition, nor any ac- 
count of it publifhed, till it has been exainiued by a^com-- 
mittee, and approved by the Society. 

D 2 SECT. 
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SECT. XIII. 

Refolutions, 

I. 'T'HAT all models of machines, which obtain pre- 
-■• miums or bounties, for the future, be the property 
of the Society. 

II. In the lift of the members, after the name of each 
member, his addition and place of abode are to be inferted. 

III. With the lift of premiums, an account of all the 
medals, premiums, and bounties, which have been given 
by the Society the preceding year, to whom, and for what 
purpofes, fhall be printed annually. 

W. The committee of correfpondence are at liberty, 
from time to time, to refer fuch letters as they efteem 
proper to the refpedtivc committees, without reporting them 
to the Society, in order to be referred to fuch committee ; 
except fuch as propofe the granting any new premium or 
bounty. 

V. All the books of the proceedings, correfpondence, 
&c. of the Society, (hall be kept in the Society's office, to 
be infpe£led by members at any reafonabJe hour; the Regif- 
ter having, for that end, a key to the prefles. 

VI. Members wifhing to obtain copies of papers belong- 
ing to the Society, (hall give a lift of fuch papers as they 
want, which lifts fliall be read by the Secretary. 

VII. All the written Accounts, for which any premium 
is ©fleered and given, or for which the Society have given 
a bounty, fliall bepublifhed; fuch accounts being ftrft re- 
ferred to a committee, to prepare them for publication. 

VIII. That the Society do not, under the notion of var- 
nifliing, touchli^, or on any account whatever, fuiFer any 
painter, excq)t Mr. Barry, to meddle yf'iih, the feries of 
piaures in the Great Room. 

IX. No 
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IX. No perfon (hall be permitted to make any fketches, 
finithed drawings, or paintings, from any of the feries of 
pictures in the Society's Great Room, painted by Mr. Barry, 
either in part or the whole. And the officers of the Society 
are ordered, and ftriftly enjoined, to prevent all attempts 
of the kind, whenever they may difcover them to be made 
cither by members or ftrangers. 

X. No perfon fhall be permitted to make any (ketches, 
finiflied drawings, or paintings, from any ilatues, bufts, 
cafts, drawings, prints or piftures, in the Society's poflef- 
fion, without leave being firft obtained from the Society. 

N. B. In cafe any perfon fliall be inclinable to leave a fum 
of money to this Society by will, the following form 
is offered for that purpofe : 

Item, I give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. the 
fum of 

upon condition, and to the intent, that they, or one of 
them, do pay the fame to the Collector, for the time being, 
of a Society in London, who now call themfel ves The Society 
for the Encouragement of Arts ^ Manufai}ures, and Commerce i 
which faid fum of 

I will and defire may be paid out of my perfonal eftate, and 
applied towards carrying on the laudable defigns of the faid 
Society. 
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(B) BALLOTING LIST. 

PRESENT CHAIRMEN; 



Committee of Accompts. 


Committee of Accompts. 


Correfpondence and Papers. 


Correfpondence and Papers. 


Polite Arts. 


Polite Arts. 


Agriculture. 


Agriculture. 


Manufactures. 


Manufaftures. 


Mechanicks. 


Mechanicks. 


Chemiftry. 


Chemiftry. 


Colonies and Trade. 


Colonies and Trade. 


Mifcellaneous Matters. 


Mifcellaneous Matters. 
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(BB) 

N* 179 

"D Eceived of 

■*^ the fum of being his 

contribution to the- Society for the Encouragement of Arts y 
ManufaEiureSy and Commerce, for one year, from 

j^. Vice-President. 

N"^ 179 

"D Eceived of 

:f^ the fum of being his 

full contribution fo the Society for the Encouragement of^rtSy 
ManufaSlures, and Commerce. 

£. Vice-President. 

SIR, (C) 

T AM direfted to inform you, That your annual fubfcrip- 
-■■ tion of has been in 

fj^tezt-G.ace-the- day of and 

as it is of confequence for the Society to know what fums 
of money they can beftow in premiums, you are requefted 
to order the payment of it. 

By Order of the Society, 

Collector. 

SIR, (D) 

"t HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that on this day 
-*■ you were elected a member of the Society for the 
encouragement of Arts, Manufaflures, and Commerce; 
and as, by their rules and or'ders, every perfon on his 
^ledtion is topay his fubfcription-money, and is not con- 
firmed a. member till fuch fubfcription be paid, you 
are requeflcd to order the faid payment to be made to the 
Colledlor. 

I am. Sir, your very humble fervant, 

Aielpbl. S'SCRETARY. 



